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DIRECTOR'S NOCTE

Good evening, and welcome to the theater. This staged reading of

The Laramie Project is a response. It is a response to discourse in the
community around who we are and who we are going to be. It seems that
similar conversations are happening around our country and our world. Are
we going to be an inclusive, kind, equitable humanity or not? This play does
not make a decision for its audience around how to feel about its content.
Instead, it places the community of Laramie, Wyoming in the spotlight.

»  How does a small rural community respond to a hate crime in
their midst?

+  How do human beings react?

«  How do people come together or chose to divide?

This group of twenty actors fully embody the discourse occurring in
Laramie in the immediate aftermath of Matthew Shepard’s murder. All
perspectives are included and all of the characters are real people. Their
words were recorded as part of a series of interviews and arranged to
best tell the story of their town. We hope this production reminds you of
the power of community to denounce hate, even in the midst of division.
Hate is not a human value. —Frank Borrelli

AUTHOR'S NOTE

The Laramie Project was written through a unique collaboration by Tectonic
Theater Project. During the 1/2 year development of the play, members

of the company and | traveled to Laramie six times to conduct interview
with he people of the town. We transcribed and edited the interviews,

then conducted several workshops in which the member of the company
presented material and acted as dramaturgs in the creation of the play.

As the volume of material grew with each additional trip to Laramie, a
small writers group from within the company began to work closely with
me to further organize and edit the material, conduct additional research
in Laramie, and collaboration on the writing of the play. This group was
led by Leigh Fondakowski as Head Writer, with Stephen Belber and Greg
Pierotti as Associate Writers.

As we got closer to the play’s first production in Denver, the actors,
including Stephen Belber and Greg Pierotti, turned their focus to
performance, while Leigh Fondakowski continued to work with me on
drafts of the play, as did Stephen Wangh, who by then had joined us as an
Associate Writer and “bench coach.” —Moisés Kaufman



TIME
1998—1999

PLACE

Laramie, Wyoming, USA

PLEASE NOTE

This performance is presented without an intermission, and runs for
approximately for 1.5 hours. Please plan accordingly.

WE INVITE YGU
to join us for a Community Conversation after the performance.
All are welcome.

Welcome! We are so pleased you've joined us for
Blue Fire Stage Company’s production of The
Laramie Project. The mission of Blue Fire Stage
Company is to build a collaborative, diverse, and
accepting community through the arts and arts
education. We look forward to astounding our
audiences with high quality performances and
theatrical experiences.

There is nothing that compares to the excitement
of bringing people together to share in the collective
experience of live theater. Blue Fire Stage Company
is such a gathering place . .. where creativity,
collaboration, and education come together to enrich
our community and make the arts accessible to all.

Our goals at BFSC are to produce exceptional performances and provide
classes and workshops that teach skills in all areas of theatrical arts.
We are especially excited to offer an apprenticeship program which will
provide students with hands-on training from theatre professionals in
areas such as set design and construction, pit orchestra performance,
stage management, and much more.

Please ask a volunteer about joining our mailing list. Enjoy the show!



CAST

Sareth Burgess Vanessa Lenart
Michael Cartwright Fabian Marcano
Mark Degnan Heather Pach
Christa Douyard Kristina Pugatch
Ari Doyle Susan Smith
Julia Faraci Julia Thelen
Rick Fountain Henry Tobelman
Brandon lovene Carolina Villamizar
Amy Koepke Jennifer Voegtli
Chase Lenart Claudia Volano
Joe Lenart

PRODUCTION TEAM

Frank P.Borelli..................... Director, Lighting Designer
HeidiBengraff................................ Stage Manager
Mark Degnan.............................. Technical Director
ChristaDouyard........................ Marketing & Graphics
Brandon lovene. ........... ... ... o i Social Media
Dawn Alger ......................... Front of House Manager
Carolina Villamizar.............................. Photography
Chaselenart ........................... Directing Apprentice

SPECIAL THANKS TO GUR SPONSOR
Prism Counseling and Support LLC

prismcounselingct.com



b,
AN PRIS M
COUNSELING & SUPPORT LLC

a SAFE space for the LGBTQ+
community & their loved ones

Support
Affirm
Re,becw Deg,mn’ RRE Foster community
prismcounselingct.com
rebecca@prismcounselingct.com Educate
860-333-8454

HK

Sunday, June 26
2:00 - 6:00 PM

Merchandise vendors
Haddam-Killingworth * Face painting

Pride Day » Crafts

+  Kindness wall
Killingworth . Selfie station
Courtyard complex . LGBTQIA information &
176 Route 81 local support services
Killingworth, CT - Food vendors

o Live music




